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The Sampler is a monthly e-
newsletter produced by the 
Volunteer Lake Assessment 
Program. 

  
Subscribe to The Sampler 
  

 
  

Web Highlights 

    
This month's featured lake 
website is Washington Lake 
Association 
  
Water Quality Bill Said to 
Slow Pollution in Vermont 
Lakes, Rivers 
  

Road Salt Guidelines Need 
Review to Protect Food 
Chain in Lakes 
  
Tracking the Toxicity of 
Lake Erie Cyanobacterial 
Blooms 
  
Early Warning System to 
Detect Harmful Algal 
Blooms Created by EPA, 
NASA, NOAA and USGS 
  
Bigger Bang for Your Buck: 
Restoring Fish Habitat by 
Removing Barriers 
  

Upcoming Events 

  
NHDES Drinking Water 
Source Protection 
Conference 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 
Grappone Conference 
Center 
Concord, NH 03301 
  
NHANRS Vernal Pool 
Documentation Workshop 
Friday, May 22, 2015 

Splish-Splash Your Boat Needs a 
Bath! 

The arrival of spring and ice out has many boat owners eager to dust 
off that gem and get out on New Hampshire’s lakes and ponds. For 
some, that means spring cleaning before the maiden voyage. Is so, 
just follow these trusty tips to ensure a squeaky clean result! But 
first, let’s review some important information so you understand what 
responsibilities come with boat washing.  
  
Surface water discharges are regulated by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (DES). DES's authority to enforce discharges into state 
waters is provided for in the following RSA: 485-A:13 

I. (a) "It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to 
discharge or dispose of any sewage or waste [wash water, 
antifreeze and detergents] to the surface water or 
groundwater of the state without first obtaining a written 
permit from the department of environmental services …”  

This means that boat owners and marina facilities need to take 
precautions to make sure soaps, cleansers and wastewater aren’t 
dumped into lakes and rivers, or into the ground (unless a discharge 
permit has been obtained). Let’s face it, you don’t want to drink or 
swim in it and neither do the wildlife that call these places home!  
  
Boat Washing - In the Water 
This is NOT the recommended method. Please remove your boat 
from the water prior to washing. Remember, no wastewater can 
enter surface waters.  
  
Boat Washing - On Land 
The recommended method, and likely the most popular among 
boaters. 

 Call around to local marinas to see if they have a designated 
wash station (with proper permits) that allows boat owners 
to wash their own boats. If possible, bring your boat to one 
of these facilities. 

 Do not wash your boat close to surface waters or on the 
boat ramp. Remember no wastewater can be discharged to 
surface waters! 

 If washing your boat on your lake front property, move the 
boat away from the water and to a permeable surface such 
as grass or gravel.  

 If washing your boat on a hard surface, direct wastewater 
to a vegetated area and away from storm drains or surface 
waters.  

 Use a spray wash that does not require a water rinse and 
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9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
New England College 
Henniker, NH 
  

2015 Lakes Congress 
Friday, May 29, 2015 
Church Landing at Mills 
Falls 
Meredith, NH 03253 
  
VLAP Annual Workshop 
Saturday, June 6, 2015 
NHDES 
29 Hazen Dr. 
Concord, NH 03301 
  

Grants 

  
NRCS Conservation 
Innovation Grants 
Pre-proposal Deadline: June 
5, 2015 
  

 
  

Limno Lingo 

  
Horsehair Worms: Also 
known as Gordian worms; 
they look like long threads 
of horse hair floating in the 
water. Horsehair worms are 
parasites that inhabit 
insects, but are not harmful 
to humans, pets or other 
wildlife. They can grow up 
to two feet, are round 
and slender, and can be 
found floating in standing 
water in rivers, streams, 
vernal pools, and ponds.  
 

wipe up with old rags, towels, cloths, or sponge. 

 if you use soap and water, use only phosphate free soaps 
and apply with a sponge. Wipe off with an absorbent 
product instead of rinsing with water onto the ground. 
Extract any waste water into a wash bucket. Properly 
dispose of wash water. 

 Wash boat interiors like you wash your kitchen floor – with a 
bucket and sponge. Properly dispose of wash water. 

Boat Washing – Recommended Products 
The most natural cleanser to use would be water and some elbow 
grease. Other natural cleansers include baking soda, borax, and 
lemon juice. Use natural cleansers in place of solvent-based 
cleansers, but use in moderation. Otherwise, try to use 
biodegradable, non-toxic, and phosphate free cleansers if available. If 
you’re unsure if a certain product might have negative environmental 
impacts, contact DES at (603) 271-2858. Visit the DES Pollution 
Prevention Program for additional boat washing resources available 
to educate boat owners and marina facilities. Congratulations, your 
boat, and surface waters are clean! 

  

 
  

Love Your Lake 

I asked readers to submit reasons why they love their lake in the 
February issue of The Sampler. The following was submitted and I 
encourage others to share why they love their lakes. Email me at 
sara.steiner@des.nh.gov. 
  

I LOVE MY LAKE 
By: Gail Colozzi, VLAP Monitor at Bearcamp Pond in Sandwich 

  
1. It’s an endless source of nature’s beauty  

2. To protect and conserve it is from love, not duty 
3. It’s a symphony of living creatures – Nature’s “tutti” 

4. Every encounter is both, familiar and new 
Beckoning us to watch and listen from shore or canoe 

5. The water –a moving palate reflecting each changing hue 
White gold dawns; sunsets of orange, pink, and indigo blue 

 6. The osprey looking down perched high on a branch, so lofty 
The stealthy, slow-motion heron in the marsh hunting softly 

 The frogs and toads sporting skins in motley 
7. The lake is a font of mystery and surprise 

 In summer watching loon lives unfold before our eyes 
 In late winter seeing otters from under the ice arise 

8. Hearing that first chorus of spring peeps fill the night 
9. Or immersed in silence, a frozen expanse of dazzling white 
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10. Our pond constantly fills us with awe and infinite delight 
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